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still in what he says about the origin of these ideas, Dr. Bousset is probably 
right. 

Doubtless the seven spirits, which play an important part in many 
gnostic systems, were originally the seven planets venerated by the later 
Babylonians and subordinated to their supreme god by the Persians. 
Perhaps also the Mother is identical with Istar or Atargatis or Kybele 
or Anartis or Astarte and the Unknown Father with Ahura Mazda. In 
the same way the dualism of the Gnostics may be of Persian origin; but 
all these ideas are not so important as those which Dr. Bousset treats in 
the following chapters. 

The conception of the Original Man, which occurs in some gnostic 
systems, in the pseudo-Clementine writings, in Mandaism and Mani- 
chaeism and which above all is at the bottom of the Jewish and Christian 
speculation concerning the Son of Man who is to appear at the end of the 
age, is also of Persian origin. So probably is the idea of elements, includ- 
ing the sun and the moon as heavenly beings, which we find in Gal. 
4:3, 9 and Col. 2:8, 20. Even the gnostic idea of the Savior who descends 
from heaven to the earth or to the underworld seems to have been known 
to Paul when he writes (I Cor. 2:8): " God's wisdom none of the rulers 
of this world hath known; for had they known it they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory." 

On the other hand I cannot convince myself that the theory of Christ's 
descent to Hades which we find in some passages of the New Testament had 
such an origin; it can be explained quite satisfactorily from the Jewish ideas 
about the life after death. Nor has the appearance of John the Baptist, 
as far as I can see, anything to do with gnostic baptisms. Likewise I must 
answer in the negative Bousset's question whether the Lord's Supper (in a 
hypothetical oldest form) originated in gnostic meals at which bread and 
salt were eaten. However, all these questions are raised by Bousset only 
incidentally; what he says about the origin of gnostic ideas, is probably 
true, at least in the hypothetical form in which he sometimes puts it. 

Carl Clemen 
University of Bonn 

Germany 



THE NEW TESTAMENT IN THE LIGHT OF COMPARATIVE 

RELIGION 

It is very difficult to maintain neutrality in the midst of the storm and 
stress period which the historical study of religion, and particularly of 
Christianity, has introduced. Yet that is what Professor Clemen has 
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succeeded in doing in his recent encyclopedic volume. 1 He has with 
singular objectivity set forth views of the various schools and has thereby 
given us a book that is greatly needed. His mastery of the literature is 
something extraordinary; although it would seem to an American reviewer 
that he might well have included in his treatment more of the results of 
American, English, and French scholarship. Yet Professor Clemen, 
far more than many German scholars, is aware of these results as his 
footnotes indicate. At the same time the pre-eminence of Germans in 
the particular field which the volume covers serves to justify the large 
proportion of space devoted to their views. 

Professor Clemen's method of treatment has the advantage of dis- 
tinctiveness and comprehensiveness. After a rapid introduction covering 
the history, methods, and presuppositions of the religionsgeschichtliche 
method, he divides the book into two main parts, the one covering the 
historical origins of Christianity in general and the second covering the 
application of the method to Jesus, the Pauline theology, and the Johan- 
nine literature. Then in a few compact pages he summarizes his conclu- 
sions as to the present status of the investigations. 

With the relations of Christianity and Judaism the theological world is 
much more familiar than with those which bind Christianity to the non- 
Jewish religions. The study of the messianic hope as expressed in apoca- 
lyptic writings has given much more distinct and, on the whole, tenable 
positions than have yet appeared from the investigations in any other field. 
These Professor Clemen has considered in detail and with excellent balance. 
Take, for example, his discussion of I Cor. 15:47-49 (pp. 122 f.). 

The literature which he has there introduced showing the relations of 
the Pauline thought with parallels in non- Jewish literature, and especially 
in Persian thought, demand exceedingly careful attention. Similarly in 
the case of the dualism which runs through the Pauline thought, Professor 
Clemen has put at our disposal in brief form an account of material partly 
old and partly new which makes the book of exceeding importance 
to the interpreter. 

Just how far these parallelisms indicate genetic relations it is not so 
easy to decide. In our opinion such relations must be held as tenuous 
until an actual historical nexus between Jewish, Christian, and Persian 
thought has been more thoroughly established. 

iReligionsgeschichttiche Erkltirung des Neuen Testaments: Die Abhangigken des 
altesten Christenthums von nichtjudischen Religionen und philosophischen Systemen 
zusammen jassend untersucht. Von Prof. Lies. Dr. Carl Clemen. Mit 12 Abbil- 
dungen auf zwei Tapeln. Giessen: Topelmann, 1909. 301 pages. M. 10. 
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But such hesitation is less pronounced in the case of the Eucharist 
which Professor Clemen treats with commendable fulness (pp. 185-207). 
For it will always doubtless be true that parallelisms between cults, one 
of which is developing in a society where the other is well developed, are 
always of larger significance than is the case of parallelisms between doc- 
trines where such development is not traceable. Further, the application 
of the method of historical derivation gives better results in the case of 
post-Pauline interpretations of Paulinism than in that of Paulinism itself. 

Professor Clemen's conclusions are clearly stated and are of value to 
all students of the New Testament. Here he seems to us to show com- 
mendable caution in hesitating to attribute too great influence to non- 
Jewish thought upon Paulinism. At the same time such influence he 
distinctly recognizes to an extent which is likely to surprise the man who 
has not kept in touch with the most recent literature in the field. 

It is a matter of regret that it is impossible to treat in detail the findings 
of a book of this sort, every page of which abounds in material of utmost 
importance to the New Testament student. At all events we are grateful 
to Professor Clemen for the wealth of material which he places at our dis- 
posal and we commend to all the mastery of its contents. 

Shailer Mathews 
The University or Chicago 



STUDIES CONCERNING LUTHER AND LUTHERANISM 

One of the most interesting and instructive of the recent books on 
Luther was the first edition of Boehmer's work which appeared in 1906. 
In five chapters — (1) "The Old Picture of Luther and the Progress of 
Research;" (2) "Luther's Development until 1521;" (3) "The Scholar;" 
(4) "The Prophet;" (5) "The Founder of a New Culture"— the Bonn 
professor accurately considered and charmingly presented the results of 
the latest scholarship. In the second edition 1 the fifth chapter has been 
omitted, and the others almost entirely rewritten, greatly expanded, and 
brought down to date by a review of all the important literature published 
since 1906. The second chapter is divided in two, the third chapter (as 
it now stands) including a sketch of the Wittenberg revolution of 1522-23, 
on which the author has just published in another volume a number of 
valuable sources. The whole work is uncommonly readable. 

One important inaccuracy has been allowed to stand over from the 
first edition. The true portraits of Luther by Cranach are not as Boehmer 

'Luther im lichte der neuren Forschung. Von H. Boehmer. Zweite, vollig umge- 
arbeitete Auflage. Leipzig: Teubner, 19 10. vi + 176 pages. 



